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PATENT 

Attorney Docket No. 104.0004-03000 
Customer No. 22882 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

RECEIVED 

In re U.S. Patent of: ) CENTRALfAX CENTER 

David F. Meschan ) (Serial No.: 10/735,343) uw _ 4 

Patent No.: 7,127,835 ) MAT 3 I ml 

Issue Date: October 31 f 2006 ) (Filed: December 1 1 , 2003) 

For: ATHLETIC SHOE WITH IMPROVED ) 
HEEL STRUCTURE 



Certificate of Correction Branch 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

Pursuant to 35 U.S,C. § 254 and 37 C.F.R. § 1 .322, this is a request for the 
issuance of a Certificate of Correction in the above-identified patent. Two (2) copies 
of PTO Form 1050 are appended- The complete Certificate of Correction involves 
two (2) pages. 

The mistakes identified in the appended Form occurred through the fault of the 
Patent Office, as clearly disclosed by the records of the application which matured into 
this patent, and as evidenced in the attached copies of the following documents: 

1 . Pages 3-6 of IDS Form PTO-1449 filed on September 1 , 2004 showing 
the correct listing of the cited references. 

2. Page 18 of the September 1 , 2004 Amendment showing the correct 
language of the abstract; 

3. IDS Form PTO-1449 filed on July 27, 2005 showing the correct listing of 
missing references; 

4. Page 3 of the IDS Form PTO-1449 filed on February 1 , 2005 showing the 
correct listing of missing references; 

5. Pages 5 and 6 of the July 27, 2005 Amendment showing the correct 
language of issued claims 1 and 4 (pending claims 184 and 187, 
respectively); 
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Patent No. 7,127,835 
Request dated May 31 , 2007 



6. Page 8 of the July 27, 2005 Amendment showing the correct language of 
issued claims 20 and 22 (pending claims 203 and 205, respectively); 

7. Pages 9 and 10 of the July 27, 2005 Amendment showing the correct 
language of issued claims 32, 35, 37, and 38 (pending claims 215, 217, 
219, and 220, respectively); 

8. Page 1 1 of the July 27, 2005 Amendment showing the correct language of 
issued claims 40, 45, and 47 (pending claims 222, 227, and 229, 
respectively); 

9. Page 12 of the July 27, 2005 Amendment showing the correct language of 
issued claim 56 (pending claim 238); and 

10. Page 13 of the July 27, 2005 Amendment showing the correct language of 
issued claim 62 (pending 244). 

Issuance of the Certificate of Correction containing the correction Is earnestly 
requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MARTIN & FERRARO, LLP 

Dated: Mav3l.2007 By: ^^^r/^^^^j^^ , 

Thomas H. Martin 
Registration No. 34,383 

1557 Lake O'Pines Street, NE 
Hartville, Ohio 44632 
Telephone: (330) 877-0700 
Facsimile: (330) 877-2030 
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PTO/SB/44 (04-05) 
(Also Form PTO-1 050) 



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 



PATENT NO, 
APPLICATION NO. 



7,127,835 
10/735,343 
October 31 , 2006 
David F. Meschan 



Page 1 of 2 



ISSUE DATE 
INVENTOR(S) 



It Is certified that an error appears or errors appear in the above-identified patent and that said 
Letters Patent is hereby corrected as shown below: 

Title Page 1. Column 1 : 

U.S. Patent Documents, line 3: change "Such" to — Buch— . 

Title Page 1. Column 2 : 

Other Publications, line 2: delete "Interna-"; 

Other Publications, line 3: change 'tional" to -International-; 

Abstract, line 4: change "planer" to -planar-; and 

Abstract, line 17: change "void 11 to -void-. 

Title Page 2. Column 1 : 

U.S. Patent Documents, line 22: change "Robldoux" to -Robidoux-; 
U.S. Patent Documents, line 28; change "8/1935" to -6/1 935-; 
U.S. Patent Documents, line 30: change "8/1938" to --6/1938-; 
U.S. Patent Documents, line 57: change "3,206,163" to -3,208,163-; 
U.S. Patent Documents, line 66: change "Gillkin" to -Gillikin-; 
U.S. Patent Documents, line 67: change "Frattaifone" to -Frattallone-. 

Title Page 3, Column 2 : 

Other Publications, line 37: change "Subblefield" to -Stubblefield-. 
Title Page 4. Column 2 : 

Other Publications: insert -TURNTEC Brochure; The New State of the Art; American Sporting 
Goods Corp.-: 

Other Publications: insert -Affidavit of Jerry Turner dated December 19, 2004; Akeva, LLC. v 
Adidas America, Inc,; Civil Action No. 1:03-cv-01207-; 

Column 14: 

Une 18: change "bottom, an" to -bottom, and-; and 
Une 49: change "result from" to -results from-. 

Column 15: 

Line 41 : change "to wall" to -top wall-; and 
Line 50: change "through at" to -through the at-. 

Column 16: 

Line 24: change "the least" to —the at least—; and 
Line 37: change "all" to -wall--. 
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PTO/SB/44 (04-05) 
(Also Form PTQ-1 050) 



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 



PATENT NO. 
APPLICATION NO. 



7,127,835 
10/735,343 
October 31, 2006 
David F. Meschan 



Page 2 of 2 



ISSUE DATE 
INVENTORY) 



It is certified that an error appears or errors appear in the above-identified patent and that said 
Letters Patent Is hereby corrected as shown below: 

Column 17: 

Line 6: change "mine distance" to -mined distance-; and change "top end" to -top and—; 
Lines 7 and 12: change "result from" to —results from—; 
Line 20: change "outside the shoes" to -outside the shoe-; 
Line 39: change "bottom well" to —bottom wall—; and 
Line 47: change "in visible" to -in part visible-. 

Column 18. line 15: 

Una 1 5: change "on opening" to -one opening-; and 
Line 35: change "non-planer" to -non-planar-. 



MAILING ADDRESS OF SENDER: 

Martin & Ferraro, LLP 

1557 Lake O'Pines Street, NE 

Hartville, Ohio 44632 
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PTO/SB/44 (04-05) 
(Also Form PTO-1050) 



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 



PATENT NO. 
APPLICATION NO. 



ISSUE DATE 
INVENTOR(S) 



7,127,835 
10/735,343 
October 31 , 2006 
David F. Meschan 



Page 1 of 2 



It is certified that an error appears or errors appear in the above-identified patent and that said 
Letters Patent is hereby corrected as shown below: 

Title PageJL Column 1 : 

U.S. Patent Documents, line 3: change "Such" to -Buch-. 

Title Paoe 1. Column 2 : 

Other Publications, line 2: delete "Interna-"; 

Other Publications, line 3: change "tional" to -International-; 

Abstract, line 4: change "planer" to -planar-; and 

Abstract, line 1 7: change "void" to -void-. 

Title Page 2. Column 1 ; 

U.S. Patent Documents, line 22: change 'Robldoux" to -Robidoux-; 
U.S. Patent Documents, line 28: change a 8/1935" to ^6/1935^; 
U.S. Patent Documents, line 30: change M 8/1938 n to -6/1 938-; 
U.S. Patent Documents, line 57: change "3,206,1 63" to -3,208,163-; 
U.S. Patent Documents, line 66: change "Gillkin" to -GIlliKin-; 
U.S. Patent Documents, line 67: change "Frattailone" to -Frattallone-. 

Title Page 3, Column 2 : 

Other Publications, line 37: change "Subblefleld* to -Stubblefield-. 
Title Page 4. Column 2 : 

Other Publications: insert — TURNTEC Brochure; The New State of the Art; American Sporting 
Goods Corp.—; 

Other Publications: insert -Affidavit of Jerry Turner dated December 1 9. 2004; Akeva, L.L.C. v 
Adidas America, Inc.; Civil Action No. 1:03-cv-O1207.-; 

Column 14: 

Line 18: change "bottom, an" to -bottom, and-; and 
Line 49: change "result from" to -results from-. 

Column 15; 

Line 41 : change "to wall" to —top wall-; and 
Line 50: change "through at" to -through the at-. 

Column 16: 

Line 24: change "the least" to -the at least-; and 
Line 37; change "air to -wall-. 



UUN - 4 20OT 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

PATENT NO. : 7,127,835 

APPLICATION NO. : 1 0/735,343 Page 2 of 2 

ISSUE DATE : October 31 , 2006 
INVENTOR(S) : David F. Meschan 



It is certified that an error appears or errors appear in the above-identified patent and that said 
Letters Patent is hereby corrected as shown below: 

Column 17: 

Une 6: change "mine distance" to -mined distance-; and change "top end" to -top and-; 
Lines 7 and 12: change "result from" to -results from-; 
Line 20: change "outside the shoes" to -outside the shoe-; 
Line 39: change "bottom well" to -bottom wall-; and 
Line 47: change "In visible" to -in part visible-. 



Column 18. line 15: 

Line 15: change "on opening" to -one opening-; and 
Line 35: change "non-planer" to -non-planar-. 



MAILING ADDRESS OP SENDER: PATENT NO. 7.127.835 

Martin & Ferraro, LLP 

1557 Lake O'Pines Street, NE 

Hartvide, Ohio 44632 oiftt . _ 

JuH - 4 
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07/1937 


Germany 
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Great Britain 
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Great Britain 
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Great Britain 
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Great Britain 
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Great Britain 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



-J^- ( Jntemationaljfearch Report for International Application PCT/US94/09001 



"N ew Footwe ar Concepts" by E.I. du Pom de Nemours & Co. (1988) Etonic Spring 1996 Footwear catalogue 



Etonic Spring 1996 Footwear catalogue. 



Mi*uno Sport Shoe Catalog (1986), 



Etonic Spring Sport Shoe Catalog: page 4; (1993), 



Expert Declaration of: Jerry D. Stubblefield dated July 30, 2002. 



AVI A 1989 Catalog excerpt. 



AVIA Fall 1991 Footwear Catalog. 



Declaration of TaKaya Kimura (Civil Action File No. 1 :00 CV 00978), 



Mizuno 1985 Sports Shoe catalog excerpts (MlZJP 02524-02531). 



Mizuno 1986 Sports Shoe catalog excerpts (MlZJP 02532-02537). 



Mizuno 1987 Athletic Footwear catalog excerpts (MlZJP 02538-02546). 



Mizuno 1988 Athletic Footwear catalog excerpts (MlZJP 02547-02549). 



Mizuno 1991 All Line-Up catalog excerpts (MlZJP 02550-02556). 



Mizuno 1992 Run-Bird All Llne-Up catalog excerpts (MlZJP 02557-02559). 



Mizuno 1993 All-Line-Up catalog excerpts (MlZJP 02560-02564). 



Runner^ World 1989 Spring Shoe Survey (MIZ 135893 - MIZ 135902). 



4 photographs of shoes sold in the United States prior to the filing date of the above-referenced application. 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered* whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609; Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the applicant. 
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Application No. 10/735,343 
Amendment dated September 1, 2004 

RECEIVED 

Amendments to the Abstract: MAY 3 I 2007 

Please replace the abstract currently on file with the following amended abstract: 

A shoe i ncludes a r e ar sol e s upport for - r ese ivi R g - a r e plac eab le - r e ar sol e 
to provid e l onger wear. The ohoo may a l co includo - a - flcxibl o plat o s u pported by 
the roar co l o cupport botwoon th e h ee l and tho roar solo to roduco midsofe 
oompr e s s ion and p r ovido additional s pring. A mounting m e mb e r -^ ecuros t he 
fear-sol e to tho roar Go to-syp pQrt t - and a locking mombor pr e v e nts rotation of th e 
fear s o le r e lativo to tho - roar - sol e cupport during uoo . Tho - r e plac ea b l e roar sol e 
and tho flexible plato allow the ohoo to bo adaptod to different d e sir e d 
porformanc e charact e r -istiss^ tepond i ng upon th e i nt e n d ed - act i v i ty and terrain or 
p l aying surface has an upper and a sole including a member hav ing a top wall 
with a lower surface. The member has a bottom wall with an upper surface. The 
bottom wall has at least two portions approximatelv(^^n^r^vith each other, 
parallel with the around, and separated by a gap therebetween. The too wall 
and the bottom wall each are connected at a dosed end bv a curved wall 
proximate the mid-foot region of the shoe. The top, bottom, and curved walls are 
integral. The top and bottom walls are spaced a distance from each other so 
that during the wearer's gait cycle when the shoe is in contact with the ground 
the predetermined distance is reduced. The sole includes at le ast one element 
positioned between the top wall and the bottom wall. The element has an 
Interior sidewalk A void is located beneath the lower surface of the top wall and 
above the upper surface of the bottom wall and defined at least in p art bv the 
interior sidewall of the element. At least one opening is in communication with 
the(^on at least one of the medial and lateral sides of the shoe. The sole ?f 
includes a bottom surface that is at least in part ground-engaging . 
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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-183. (cancelled) 
fA&A^ (currently amended) A shoe comprising: 
an upper, and 

a rear sole eeewed-below a portion of the upper, the rear sole comprising: 
a member having a top wall with a lower surface, the top wall having at 
least one peripheral edge proximate a medial side of the shoe and at (east one 
peripheral edge proximate a lateral side of the shoe, the peripheral edges of the 
top wall having a mid-longitudinal axis therebetween, the mid-longitudinal axis of 
the peripheral edges of the top wall including a point that is vertically aligned with 
the approximate center of the wearer's heel, the member having a bottom wall 
with an upper surface, the bottom wall having at least two portions approximately 
planar with each other, parallel with the ground, and separated by a gap 
therebetween, the top wall and the bottom wall each having a forward region and 
a rearward region, the forward regions of the top and bottom walls being 
connected at a closed end by a curved wall; the top, bottom,(an^urved walls 
being integral, the rearward regions of each of t he top and bottom walls being 
separated from one another to define an open end therebetween, the open end 
being oriented away from the curved wall to ward a back of tho shoe r the rearward 
r e gion of th e- top and - bottom - walls - b ei ng -se pa r a te d - from ono another at an op e * 
end, at least a portion of the top and bottom walls being spaced a predetermined 
distance from each other such that during the wearer's gait cycle when the shoe 
is in contact with the ground the predetermined distance between the at least a 
portion of the top and bottom walls is reduced; 
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at least on© element positioned between at least a portion of the top wall 
and at least a portion of the bottom wall, the at least one element having a top, a 
bottom and at least one interior sidewall; 

a void located beneath at least a portion of t he top wall defined at least in 
part by the at least one interior sidewall of the at least one element; 

at least one opening on at least one of the medial and lateral sides of the 
shoe, the opening being in air communication with the void; and 

a bottom surface that is at least in part ground-engaging. 

185. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 184, wherein a cross-sectional profile 
of the top and bottom walls that are connected at the closed end by the curved 
wall is generally in a recumbent U-shape. 

186. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 184, wherein the reduced 
predetermined distance between the at least a portion of the top and bottom 
walls results from the at least a portion of one of the top and bottom walls 
deflecting toward the other in a substantially vertical direction, 
(previously presented) The shoe of claim 184, wherein the reduced 
predetermined distance between the at least a portion of the top and bottom 
walls^su^rom the at least a portion of the top wall deflecting toward the 
ground In a substantially vertical direction. 

1 88. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 1 84, wherein the top wall has at least 
one peripheral edge proximate the rear of the shoe. 

1 89. (currently amended) The shoe of claim 1 88, wherein the at least one peripheral 
edge of the top wall proximate one of the medial side of the shoe, the lateral side 
of the shoe, and the rear of the shoe is visible from outside the shoeshees. 

190. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 184, wherein the bottom wall has at 
least one peripheral edge proximate one of the medial side of the shoe and the 
lateral side of the shoe. 

1 91 . (previously presented) The shoe of claim 190, wherein the at least one 
peripheral edge of the bottom wall is at least in part visible from outside the 
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201 . (previously presented) The shoe of claim 200, wherein the cushion is located at 
least in part beneath the approximate center of the wearer's heel. 

202. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 201 , wherein the cushion is located 
beneath and adjacent at least a portion of the upper. 

(^203/) (previously presented) The shoe of claim 184, wherein the lower surface of the 
Qop)wall is at least in part visible from outside the shoe through the at least one 
opening on one of the medial and lateral sides of the shoe. 
204. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 184, wherein the upper surface of the 
bottom wall is at least in part visible from outside the shoe through the at least 
one opening on at least one of the medial and lateral sides of the shoe, 
(previously presented) The shoe of claim 184, wherein the interior sidewall of the 
at least one element is at least in part visible from outside the shoe through(^) 
at least one opening in one of the medial and lateral sides of the shoe. 

206. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 184, wherein the at least one interior 
sidewall of the at least one element is at least in part visible from outside the 
shoe, 

207. (previously presented) the shoe of claim 1 84, wherein an entire portion of the 
top wall over the at least one element is solid. 

208. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 1 84, wherein the top wall has an 
opening beneath the wearer's heel. 

209. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 208, wherein the opening in the top 
wall is visible at least in part through the at least one opening on at least one of 
the medial and lateral sides of the shoe. 

21 0. (currently amended) The shoe of claim 184208. wherein the bottom surface of 
the rear sole has a non-ground-engaging portion that is vertically aligned with at 
least a portion of the calcaneus of the wearer of the shoe oponing i n tho top wall 

21 1 . (previously presented) The shoe of claim 21 0, wherein the non-ground-engaging 
portion of the bottom surface of the rear sole is located at least in part between 
the at least two portions of the bottom wall. 
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212* (previously presented) The shoe of claim 21 0, wherein the non-ground-engaging 
portion of the bottom surface of the rear sole comprises a substantially planar 
portion and an adjacent portion non-planar with the planar portion. 

21 3, (currently amended) The shoe of claim 212240. wherein the non-ground- 
engaging portion of the bottom surface of the rear sole comprises a tent-shaped 
portion extending toward the top wall. 

21 4. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 213, wherein the tent-shaped portion 
extending toward the top wall has at least one sidewall at an angle to the at least 
in part ground-engaging portion of the bottom surface, the at least one interior 
sidewall of the at least one element being at an angle to the at least in part 
ground-engaging portion of the bottom surface, the at least one sidewall of the 
tent-shaped portion being adjacent the at least one interior sidewall of the at 
least one element 



215^ (previously presented) The shoe of claim 214, wherejn the angle of the at least 
one sidewall of the tent-shaped portion that is adjacent the at least one interior 
sidewall of the at least one element is approximately the same as the angle of 
the at least one interior sidewall of the at least one element that is adjacent the 
< (at/least one sidewall of the tent-shaped portion. 



216. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 184, wherein the at least in part 

ground-engaging portion of the bottom surface is formed of outsole material. 



peripheral edge proximate a lateral side of the shoe, the peripheral edges of the 
top wall having a mid-longitudinal axis therebetween, the top wall having an 
opening beneath the wearer's heel, the mid-longitudinal axis of the peripheral 
edges of the top wall including a point that is vertically aligned with the 






least one peripheral edge proximate a medial side of the shoe and at least one 
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approximate center of the opening in the top wall and the approximate center of 
the wearer's heel, the member having a bottom wall with an upper surface, the 
bottom wall having at least two portions approximately planar with each other, 
parallel with the ground, and separated by a gap therebetween, the top wall and 
the bottom wall each having a forward region connected at a closed end by a 
curved wall; the top, bottom, and curved walls being integral, at least a portion of 
the top and bottom walls being spaced a predetermined distance from each 
other such that during the wearer's gait cycle when the shoe is in contact with the 
ground the predetermined distance between the at least a portion of the top and 
bottom walls is reduced; 

a void located beneath at least a portion of t he opening in the top wall 
defined at least In part by a material positioned between at least a portion of the 
top wall and at least a portion of the bottom wall, at least a portion of the void 
being vertically aligned with the approximate center of the opening In the top 
wall; 

at least one opening on at least one of the medial and lateral sides of the 
shoe, the opening being in aircommuntcation with the void; and 
a bottom surface that is at least in part ground-engaging. 
218. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 217, wherein a cross-sectional profile 
of the top and bottom walls that are connected at the closed end by the curved 
• wall is generally in a recumbent U-shape, 
£ 219/) (previously pre sented) The shoe of claim 217, wherein the reduced 
^ <[JS^^^^^)dfstance between the at least a portion of the top(gnd) bottom 
walls^-gsujt^from the at least a portion of one of the top and bottom walls 
deflecting toward the other in a substantially vertical direction. 
^220? ^ (previously presented) The shoe of claim 217, wherein the reduced 

predet ermine d distance between the at least a portion of the top and bottom 
walls(j^sults)fmm the at least a portion of the top wall deflecting toward the 
ground in a substantially vertical direction. 
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221. 
222. 




223. 



224. 



225. 



226. 



227. 



228. 





(previously presented) The shoe of claim 217, wherein the top wall has at least 
one peripheral edge proximate the rear of the shoe. 

(currently amended) The shoe of claim 221, wherein the at least one peripheral 
edge of the top wall proximate one of the medial side of the shoe, the lateral side 
of the shoe, and the rear of the shoe is visible from outside the ^sho^ sheeg, 
(previously presented) The shoe of claim 21 7, wherein the bottom wall has at 
least one peripheral edge proximate one of the medial side of the shoe and the 
lateral side of the shoe. 

(previously presented) The shoe of claim 223, wherein the at least one 
peripheral edge of the bottom wall is at least in part visible from outside the 
shoe. 

(previously presented) The shoe of claim 217, wherein one of the at least two 
portions of the bottom wall has at least one peripheral edge proximate the medial 
side of the shoe and another of the at least two portions of the bottom wall has at 
least one peripheral edge proximate the lateral side of the shoe, the peripheral 
edges being approximately parallel with each other. 

(previously presented) The shoe of claim 225, wherein the peripheral edges of 
the at least two portions of the bottom wall proximate the medial side and lateral 
side of the shoe are at least in part visible from outside the shoe, 
(previously presented) The shoe of claim 225, wherein each of the at least two 
portions of the bottom (walj )has an interior edge, the interior edges of the at least 
two portions of the bottom wall being substantially planar with each other and 
substantially parallel with the ground. 

(previously presented) The shoe of claim 217, wherein the curved wall has at 
least one peripheral edge proximate one of the medial side of the shoe and the 
lateral side of the shoe. 

(previously presented) The shoe of claim 228, wherein the at least one 
peripheral edge of the curved wall is at least in(par?^"sible from outside the shoe. 
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230. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 21 7, wherein the curved wall has a 
mid-longitudinal axis, with an opening along the mid-longitudinal axis of the 
curved wall. 

231 . (previously presented) The shoe of claim 21 7, wherein the curved wall is 
approximately perpendicular to the major longitudinal axis of the shoe. 

232. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 217, further comprising a cushion 
positioned beneath the wearer's heel and above at least a portion of the top wall 
of the member, the cushion and the top wall each being made of a material, the 
material of the cushion being more resilient than the material of the top wall. 

233. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 232, wherein the cushion has an upper 
surface conforming in shape to the bottom surface of the wearer's heel. 

234. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 233, wherein the cushion is located at 
least in part beneath the approximate center of the wearer's heel. 

235. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 234, wherein the cushion is located 
beneath and adjacent at least a portion of the upper. 

236. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 217, wherein the opening in the top 
wall is visible at least in part through the at least one opening on at least one of 
the medial and lateral sides of the shoe. 

237. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 21 7, wherein the lower surface of the 
top wall is at least in part visible from outside the shoe through the at least one 
opening on one of the medial and lateral sides of the shoe. 

238^ (previously presented) The shoe of claim 217, wherein the upper surface of the 
bottom wall is at least in part visible from outside the shoe through the at least 
(on^)opening on at least one of the medial and lateral sides of the shoe. 

239. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 217, wherein the material is at least in 
part visible from outside the shoe through the at least one opening in one of the 
medial and lateral sides of the shoe. 

240. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 21 7, wherein the material is at least in 
part visible from outside the shoe. 

w mi 
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241 . (previously presented) The shoe of claim 21 7, wherein an entire portion of the 
top wall over the material is solid. 

242. (currently amended) The shoe of claim 21 7. wherein the bottom surface of the 
rear sole has a noivground-engaging portion that is vertically aligned with at 
least a portion of the calcaneus of the wearer of the shoe openino in tho top walL 

243. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 242, wherein the non-ground-engaging 
portion of the bottom surface of the rear sole is located at least in part between 
the at least two portions of the bottom wall, 

(_ 244jJ (previously presented) The shoe of claim 242, wherein the non-ground-engaging 
portion of the bottom surface of the rear s ole comprises a substantially planar 
portion and an adjacent portion ^ivpla^ with the planar portion. )(- 

245. (currently amended) The shoe of claim 244242, wherein the non-ground- 
engaging portion of the bottom surface of the rear sole comprises a tent-shaped 
portion extending toward the top wall. 

246. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 245, wherein the tent-shaped portion 
extending toward the top wall has at least one sidewail at an angle to the at least 
in part ground-engaging portion of the bottom surface, a portion of the material 
being at an angle to the at least in part ground-engaging portion of the bottom 
surface, the at least one sidewail of the tent-shaped portion being adjacent the 
portion of the material. 

247. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 246, wherein the angle of the at least 
one sidewail of the tent-shaped portion that is adjacent the portion of the material 
is approximately the same as the angle of the portion of the material that is 
adjacent the at least one sidewail of the tent-shaped portion. 

.248. (previously presented) The shoe of claim 21 7, wherein the at least in part 

ground-engaging portion of the bottom surface is formed of outsole material. 
249. (new) The shoe of claim 184, wherein the void is defined at least in part by a 

portion of the lower surface of the top wall which is in air communication with the 
outside of the shoe through the void. 
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